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<Abstract>

A basic research on the current adolescent language culture

1. Purposes of research

This study has been conducted with the following two purposes: first, to determine
the definition and subcategories of adolescent language culture and develop a valid
and reliable research method to investigate the current situation regarding adolescent
language culture, and second, to provide suggestions and guidelines regarding the
purpose, scope, method and period of medium-and long-term research.

IOI. Methods and contents of research

1. Literature review: Based on previous studies, (1) the concept and subcategories of
adolescent language culture was defined, (2) the theoretical basis was built to create
a model showing the relation between the current adolescent language culture and the
factors that influence such culture.

2. Survey: The survey questions were designed to investigate the adolescents’
speaking/listening performance and awareness of it, their use and awareness of
language expression, and the personal and environmental factors that affect adolescent
language culture. The survey participants consisted of 361 students between 4th grade
and 10th grade, who were selected from schools representing average academic
achievements among the coed public schools in Seoul, Korea.

3. Qualitative interview: Focus group interview, as a means of qualitative data
collection, was designed to enhance the content validity, to provide an in-depth
understanding of the survey results, and to investigate the cause of the current
adolescent language culture. focus group interview was conducted with two focus
groups, each consisting of five active students and five passive students in
questioning and presenting in class, which was divided based on the survey results.

M. Results

1. Private talk with friends and parents: It was discovered that (1) there were
significant differences between adolescent boys and girls in the content and time
duration of conversation with friends and parents, efficacy of questioning and
presenting in class, and enjoyment of online chatting, (2) the higher the grade level,
the less time students spent talking to their parents and with more difficulty, (3) the
higher the grade level, the lower awareness students had of the norms of language
use, and students above 6th grade showed similar usage of slangs, (4) some students
had been isolated from conversations with other adolescent peers and specific
languages used for teasing was developed due to the overall collective atmosphere,

(5) online chatting has been the major medium to establish peer-relationships.

2. Questioning and presenting in class as a form of public conversation: It was
discovered that (1) the higher the grade level, the more passive attitude students had
toward questioning and presenting in class, (2) most students had a positive attitude
toward talking with friends but a negative attitude toward presenting in class, (3)
girls had lower efficacy on questioning and presenting in class and were more
reactive to the teachers’ attitudes than boys, (4) academic ability, self-esteem and
communication types of students’ fathers were identified as the main influential

factors.

IV. Suggestions for long-term research

1. Suggestions for improvement of research methods: (1) The pilot research can use
an open survey and expert consultations to enhance the internal validity as well as
sampling based on grade system or simple random sampling to enhance the external
validity. (2) For qualitative interview, the selection of focus group interview
participants should be based on the variables related to the purpose of research, and
individual interviews can be conducted to supplement focus group interview.

2. Suggestions for conducting research: (1) The subjects and scope of research can
be constructed in a multi-layered way considering the differences among adolescents
in terms of age, gender, social status, regional status and other factors. (2) Longitude
research or research with the cyclical process of development-application-evaluation

are also suggested.

Key words: adolescent language culture, language performance, language expression,

language awareness

Project Director: Min, Byeong-gon (Seoul National University)
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