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The aim of this refurbishment project is to suggest several editorial
ideas for a series of King Sejong Institute’s Korean materials, Sejong
Korean 1-8. With a close examination of these eight course books, the
project provides suggestions about revising some texts, expressions,
drawings, and the design. As a part of the refurbishment project, this
research focuses more on revising Segong Korean, rather than
improving it.

The needs for the renewal of the six-year-old Sejong Korean course
books emerged from the changes in the Korean society and language,
and the issue reports from overseas teachers who use the materials. To
take these current social and linguistic changes into account, and to
deal with educational issues, the researchers have conducted a holistic
examination to specify aspects to revise. The examination of has fully
covered Segjong Korean: its texts, photos, drawings, and audiovisuals.

The first phase of the project was to specify the needs. Various ideas
and suggestions for the revision were collected from consultation
meetings in King Sejong Institute, faculty meetings, and a teacher
workshop in Europe. Major suggestions for the revision were as follows:
upgrading content for timely, authentic context; increasing exercises;
erasing embedded bias related to region and value; matching images to
their texts; and correcting typos.

The second phase was to select final items to revise. After a close
analysis of the contents of Sejong Korean 1-8, the researchers have
chosen as many items as possible in this refurbishment project (i.e.
1,150 items in total: 939 text blocks, 160 images, and 51 audio clips).

The revision suggestions were categorized as educational effect,
timeliness, language standard consistency, and typos. And based on the
revision categories, the refurbishment has been done in three types:
replacement, supplementation, and elimination. As for the timeliness
refurbishment, a survey was conducted with 250 people to figure out
the exact usages and meanings of pre-selected six words. According to
the survey result, relevant texts have been revised and a detail memo
has been put on the related audio clips and images for a future
edition.



Since the study is part of the refurbishment project, it had a
limitation to fully improve Sejong Korean. (A new edition will be made
in a full revision project for King Sejong Institute’s standard materials
in the future.) Despite the limitation, the study contributes to refining a
stable educational base and effect by discovering numerous revision

issues.
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