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<Abstract>

An in-depth study of current adolescent language culture

and its implications for improvement

I. Purpose

As part of a series of studies on adolescent language culture, this study aimed
to provide an in-depth analysis, not only of adolescent perceptions of their
language uses, but also of their actual uses of language in their public, private,
and online communications in order to further explore the psychological, social,
and cultural factors and mechanisms that affect adolescent language culture and
draw from this work to provide suggestions for improving adolescent language

culture.

I[I. Methods

To select our research participants, we considered typicality: whether or not the
cases revealed a common adolescent language culture in our country. We also
considered the linguistic differences and similarities between sub-groups of
adolescents in relation to their age and gender. The selected research participants
were two 6" grade elementary classrooms consisting of female and male
adolescents and three 8" grade middle school classrooms that respectively
consisted of only male adolescents, only female adolescents, and a combination of
male and female adolescents.

In this study, we designed comparative case studies from the selected five
classrooms. We conducted a case study in each classroom, and then compared
and contrasted the results in order to examine similarities and differences in their
language cultures. In each classroom, we conducted a survey on adolescent
language culture developed by Min et al. (2016) as well as a social network
analysis in order to select focal students in each classroom, observed and
recorded adolescents’ public and private conversations in the classrooms, and
conducted in-depth interviews with the focal students. We also collected students’
online communication data, mainly from classroom activities that asked students to
reflect on their language uses based on actual data from their online interactions.
The collected data was qualitatively analyzed, primarily drawing on sociolinguistic
ethnography (Green & Wallat, 1981: Bloome et al., 2005, 2008).

[II. Findings
With regard to language use in public communications, the most frequent type
of interaction was purpose-driven, right answer-driven teaching and learning. We

found that this type of interaction limited students’ active and subjective language



use. Adolescents often just followed the teacher’s guidance and explanations and
learned the given knowledge without asking questions or taking active roles in
leading the conversation.

In some cases, adolescents attempted to show resistance by providing
intentionally incorrect answers to the teachers’ questions. Some tried to switch the
discussion topic by sharing life experiences, singing popular songs, teasing other
students, or expressing their interests. In this way, the adolescents tried to extend
their participatory opportunities within the given limited opportunities for public
communication. Their attempts to pursue these opportunities could be interpreted
in a positive way in that those adolescents who chose these alternative forms,
could be perceived as expressing their subjective opinions and contributing toward
developing knowledge together rather than simply recording passive responses to
their peers according to rigid instructional requirements. However, on the whole,
their public communications clearly showed constraints in that these interactions
were mainly teacher-driven, answer-driven, purpose-driven, and assessment-driven
teaching and learning and did not extend beyond these repetitive and limited
communication patterns. At the same time, we found some cases in which
adolescents voluntarily asked questions that led to joint knowledge construction
although these questions and responses mainly consisted of clarifications of the
teachers’ explanations. Students also used private conversations with classmates to
resolve their questions.

Within the public communications, we found that students’ academic achievement
rankings and levels of preparation affected their participatory opportunities.
Although all students participated in the pubic communications in a limited way
without taking active leading roles, some students who had low academic
achievement rankings had more limitations on their participation in these public
communications. In particular, the way the teacher and other students evaluated
specific students affected whether those students’ comments could gain trust or
not in their public communication. In addition, we found that students’
participation in a private academy, which provided preparation for the public
lessons, affected their presentation opportunities. The adolescents who had already
prepared a lesson at the private academy actively participated in the classroom
presentations and often provided correct answers to the teachers’ questions.
However, the teachers and other students knew that such students had already
studied the right answers and often did not appreciate their participation and
answers. Another factor that affected the adolescents’ language culture was the
teachers’ permission for the use of slang and newly coined words in their public
communications. We found that some teachers used some slang and newly-coined
words in order to show their understanding of, and participation in, adolescents’

cultures. When teachers used slang or newly coined words, students perceived



these uses of such words as permissible, and this perception in turn, influenced
their own use of language.

With regard to adolescents’ private language culture, we found that adolescents
played more active roles in their communication in comparison to their public
communication. Considering that public communication was led by teachers with
specific learning purposes, it would be natural for adolescents to play more active
and personally revealing roles in their private communications. In their private
communications, adolescents often revealed their active exploration about topics in
which they had interest and curiosity. In particular, when they had someone who
had actual experience with topics such as the meaning of their lives, the life of a
single child, or the lives of characters in computer games, they expressed their
own analysis and opinions and actively provided their own claims and refuted
others’ claims and assumptions. However, for topics on which they had limited
experiences or no actual experience, such as sexual relationships, adolescents only
shared shallow information and referred to stereotypes which had been culturally
and commercially developed.

Adolescents’ evaluative use of language was another conspicuous characteristic
of their language use in their private interactions. Their evaluations were generally
based on comparative rankings. Middle school adolescents usually evaluated
themselves and others based on the comparative ratings of their academic grades.
These evaluations were also closely related to their identity positioning. They also
evaluated themselves and others based on their physical appearances and gender
expectations. In comparison to their exploratory use of language, their evaluative
uses of language revealed culturally constructed stereotypes and assumptions.
Using language for pleasure was another characteristic of adolescents’ private
conversations. In particular, their use of language frequently reflected peer
conformity. Elementary school adolescents repeated the same words or jointly used
a word in a creative context in order to express their close bonds. Middle school
male students often led their discussions or classroom discussion into sexual
conversations or used slang by making connections between homonyms or content
similarities. By making these kinds of connections, they expressed pleasure in their
small deviation from language and communication norms. In these events, we also
noted that some adolescents intentionally avoided and refused the use of slang or
topics on sexual issues.

With regard to adolescents’ online conversations, the topics of their
conversations differed in relation to their gender owing to their different interests.
While male adolescents often talked about games, exercise, and cars, female
adolescents often talked about appearance and celebrities. Another characteristic
of their online discussions was their use of vocabulary drawn from foreign
languages. In particular, as English education has been emphasized and learning

English from an early age is popular, many of them commonly included some



English words in their conversations. Some students also used Japanese words,
which seemed to be related to their familiarity with Japanese comics, animations,
and videos. In their use of language in online conversations, the most conspicuous
characteristic was their distinction between insiders and outsiders and their use of
discriminatory language. Although some adolescents normally used slang and
coarse language, they used much more genial language to adolescents who
belonged to their community. The last characteristic that we paid attention to in
adolescents’ online communication was the discrepancy between their perceptions
about language and their actual use of language. Although adolescents had a
balanced and correct understanding about formal linguistic norms, their actual/ use
of language included the use of slang, vogue words, coarse language, and
discriminatory and ignorant language, that is, forms that did not fit with linguistic

norms generally preferred in formal educational settings

[V. Implications

Based on the study results, we suggest the following implications for
improvement of adolescent language culture. Most of all, we emphasize the
importance of developing and conducting meaningful programs for the
improvement of adolescent language culture. First, we need to develop
language-focused cultural activities for intergenerational integration and to provide
opportunities for students to subjectively explore their use of language. Second, it
is important to develop and conduct language/culture educational programs that
provide contexts that enable students to carry out these subjective explorations of
their uses of language. Such programs would include regulation and adaptation
programs for the development of interpersonal relationships, as well as prevention
programs that focus on mediating discriminative and violent use of language, in
order to support adolescents who have difficulties in regulating their use of
language and their interpersonal relationships. Third, it is important to develop
educational programs to support adolescents’ awareness of linguistic subjectivity in
their uses of language. Lastly, it is important to develop and conduct educational
programs for practicing teachers and pre-service teachers with regard to
developing their awareness of adolescent language culture. Our research revealed
the significant role of teachers in how it can influence adolescent language
culture. We particularly suggest developing a lecture-based program for practicing
teachers and pre-service teachers to improve their sensitivity to language.

For all these programs, it is important to develop evaluative systems to assess
their practicality, as well as providing a foundation for additional research on
adolescent language culture in order to continually extend our understanding of
the intersections between adolescent language culture and formal uses of language
that are dominant in educational settings as well as in the broader cultural
context.
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Ae oo
Ak of WHe WS Aol ARS Adree 55 KoM Al
stch(Flick, 2009).

FAMoE WAL 2B folk ] PxstY A EPE o]8F LE 9oy, 7xd
H PAb £ PAIEY Wet o)A chrshA] Uelbe el clojae st ol
; BAbEel J

t}) Ats] YEY I BA(Social Network Analysis, SNA)

2 oops 94 WAL Eof st o rjet AtEE AL, o2 viEoz AP B
gote @7 & molxts MAstRAt sttt Theb B ARolM: Eef 2A U o5
A R3ge wolt s shed 2HAQY Qlol2ete wolx shgn RAA dojgats v
ol e & Aolatz Zi7t MYtk Aot 63Md AT oolA detut ofehy 7t
29 AL, Fo 250 WY QoA Felm olshe 27t 39M MRS 5 &
1089] sPie dpol & Aolxtz MAstaied ol @3 & Folxts AAsty] dslA B
Adar fBo] &85 B4 "ol AU EY I B (Social Network Analysis, SNA)O|

AE] UEY A EA(Social Network Analysis, SNA)2 YtA(Barnes, 1954)0] 29Jaf A&
AFEEQICE. VA (Barnes, 1954014 ARel YEQIeke §olg Irfz ARSe e opch
1930dc) RS FHOR sHo ARMRSAIES 240 IMelat Ade Sof AT P
FEEY URIEAISE BASIYTE. & AT UloA gt 7l "A'og AR WA dog
BAGYET oFE AR WEYIQ A Zlolchol 24, 2012). ARl HEYA(social
network)sh thp0] AAE E= AAEA] A2 TN (EE 712 HdH ARRlA SLzojtt
Al YEY A EX(Social Network Analysis, SNA)S Ch40] (8 |, point)d} o]5g A7
she A, line)o@ A9 (i, network)o] thet APE| el AR BA(s]Ws], 2012
olatw & 4 Qlck Al YEYIL 7Ho]7<—1o] olZHIA 2 7|¥to 2 5ol AMUE 7HS o
UESIES oJujatthEEY, 2002). 5, of BA whie @ AT U 2HA THUS 7

re
i)

st Y E 7to
@ BAE uol Ao Aol ¢ 4 Gtk AR UENI BAe ARl ASisaSe
UEHI Ao ARrsto] o2 7idst= ol gaed, zToe ol Ate]l HEHZ
ol2e choret Rofolx 243 Hrjeln oot

© dFoM= RS 24 =R 3.4.1/sna 7|A)) 2 &E35t0] Ate] HEHI 243 HA
SHATH R2 euaso] A At % JHAS 93 AZEYojoltt. RolE ARRIUENZ
A4S T A WAL A= & A+ = sna H71AE 8RS 0l el
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ot 242 24 AtRoA BE dAe FS5otstl ERON, R AAQ] AdEAe
BEAAS BoZ: giyo] #o]7|= st (Spradley, 1980), @sto] L=S 2= Wo]
#ol7]= ¢tthAgha, 2007). gt 242 AtRlA WS SHCR st AAN At 4
oG Atgat JHUA e U0 st AR A 2oz FEE A el AT
o A2 nAA FAY AAA 24 FFIE o

et Ao E A7 54 uiFoR AR Zet 9 Aleg mAetsto] 24t AR
oot 8l Alees o 2 MEoA dse FRIE H, FEe] GAA ofuie Tstl B
Aole 200 A4Ats ARdS BAJO1E HiEstal S@stol Aol dojutAl € olju A4
25 st ARl FoAfgol ofEA o]folAlL 1 mH2 oA S FAsHA "ot

© Ao E Aad dofeet 7t2dl 24stste] 4T 2ot e g5 A4t
AR WS S AL s, oA mAleh vdolA BAIS AT H, doH JaAEo
AR Qulet AS mefstalAt ot 2 AAtolA get 242 Hsh aAT Ated SRe

<® [I-13> &3t 245 Ao 2409 Atro 55

7 24 239 A=Y 38
- o] &80 gt 712 AF RAL
- £ WA oist {7 - E
- B gato] fFt vloe =8
A58 2513 2 | - AP dato] O vl e %8} Eb oo &g
Fori 3stg |- mAlele) Wiy
- gl 4E W
- AAW QolRe} HRe BAY 49 A2 L Y BE AR
- A dojwd E7e IS 2 oA oty 2 A8 A
E935] o] AFoAE QAtAEO] F3}7|&X](ethnography of communication)' @t ‘A
A2 Abg]lojsh(interactive sociolinguistic)’ & HIEFC 2 3sto] wds] & AsArl ohgl B
A6 g SHAAQl ©et BN gy Eo 2 MEisty, o]E FZAoz HA AtzE BAsH7] st
Fe] =2l(logic of inquiry)E 55T

NEAE ot BAjo] E42 AASHY oheat 2ok A, AEAE Foh BAoAL A
o BZHEA)l hstel BobI2Als Hao) v £ FAA olshE PR o2 ¢stol
A7A HAE BN ATUYAIES BRSL A% LEZ Astel, A7 2AE TP
_]

6) = ol dof TS A5k Ge A (Discourse Analysis, DA)2 Tdsh Wi oy W2 st
A ootk get Bajolek EUs WA ofel, dlojsl, Qlgal, s1as, Aelsl Aslsl o ceat o2
ool gt w0 ches Aojeln, $RElL, ApEol gtk of AApolx HH Asse dut ¥
A up 2o x15]odojstAa 23}7]4X](A sociolinguistic ethnography)2l WHE 7| & 5}1 (Green
& Wallat, 1981) 0]A] £3}7]&X] @A (a microethnographic perspective)o] &S & Tdt A
olg} YPEZ7|= gttt (Bloome &, 2005). o] AFolx& o ©F A YHE] sl HSAE

2 aste] 4EAg Pot B4y Eolet skt
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A, J5Ag 9ot BAoAE BAol silo] @ AP (speech event)S i, AAof AMR
Aol AAQ FEAee FHoR BAC ASAL do BN T Al BAs]
AL oleist ool wretL i WEER AME olsists ol FRsich

HH: M0 AR
HAIR AZO| ASIE /0|9t
DIAIE AZ0| 00| HHe BT}
l |2 H Ol
S0 T
[ O10l AFR0] EOIXIE 2 A 24 ]7 NE #E5t0
WS 5l SO
l R
AHEO M A2 S S5l

AS) 25E p2tg @

1
> ——

[ MI-2] FoAts gaf ZAo0A & AFd 249 JAA| 2 2

=(1982: viiji= Aoj7h ArslAl ez J/dd A Al (symbol system)&A] 71A]x4 LS
9 } A oJujet (ol S0 1F AA, ArEl AlE 5) 0IAIAQ AR A oloj(ofl& =
7t 578t AREE Ao Rdlojer Eetal sYEsterhE wrgetttal Bt (Schlffrin,
1994: 102). A3A8 &3t 242 Adojof ojgt oj=fgh 7S uigoz T ApZd(speech
event) A0 A&sh= Zoltt.
wA0]A At (event)olst HUIH A oA80] fEA AMEEO] OE AF
o] WrSst= Ue2jo] A8y} YHAFE(action and reaction)2 stCHBloome 2], 2005: 6).7)

=
ol HEAE Bk BANM JIRH B TOIF ST WA M2 BFoty whe
st 18 & £ 9 o4 AW(people)d] Hegoltt g HolETHBloome 9,

C7iQle 7|BAl BA wele b= QIx|Ale)sta
- O
L .

%"JEJHE = 740]@

FEAE GEt A oA Q*}i% Ardolet A AR7] SsiA & I ol ARol E8Ale
2 F2 3o s HaE (Bloome ¢], 2008: 8). 2a]&Ql Z7to] st Apatut =xjst
et O A2 Algldo=z %“m et Ao Argsty, o2 AMEY] ofxlof] QIGIH whE
= o] S ¥IE5 12sto PEsty] giZold. &, 01 Atde 2YAezEs 4
3o EAF QEete, AME]-EEAo R /g Wty oifAF Aty AsArgsi &
7) =0l mEFOIHANNA ARI(FEM)Y] o ARIAl e R FAIE dodMY FES g Bt £
uko] 'olct SHA|TE o714 Wahe Apzdol ‘2A|(problem)’ @t TAH HAAQ HAAVE gy, F=
(attentlon)q TE] EAMT WL o] HAS JEX|1 QA 9l of7|A ApAol EASH Z7toA] Fojat

7F QIAIAESHY Q= nE AS Wit
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