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<Abstract>

The Standardization of Braille Utilization and Development of User-oriented
Braille Literacy Curriculum:

The Development of a Braille Literacy Curriculum for Individuals with
Adventitious Visual Impairments>

The purpose of this study was to establish the educational bases by
developing a braille literacy curriculum for individuals with adventitious visual
impairments. This study presented theoretical backgrounds, investigated the
practice in braille education in the United States, Japan and Korea, analyzed the
needs for braille literacy among instructors and learners with adventitious visual
impairments, and proposed a braille literacy curriculum for indivisuals with
adventitious visual impairments. This study employed a variety of methods such as
literature review, focus group interviews, surveys, and expert meetings.

The conclusions of this study were as follows: (1) the theories of the
curriculum were based on the general theories of reading and writing as well as
those of rehabilitation counseling and neuroscience; (2) the braille literacy
curriculum must be developed to suit current states of different organizations and
agencies; (3) the braille literacy curriculum were designed to meet the individual
needs of instructors and learners; and, (4) the braille literacy curriculum consisted
of basic, proficient, and professional courses.

The recommendations of this study are as follows: (1) an instructor’s manual
and a learner’s workbook should be written based on the braille literacy
curriculum proposed in this study; (2) different types of teaching materials and
alds for promoting the tactile sensitivity of individuals with adventitious visual
impairments should be developed; and (3) empirical studies should be planned and
implemented to investigate some controvertial issues such as appropriate order of
braille reading and writing, the effectiveness of electronic braille devices, and
different dot formation for tracking.

Key words: adventitious visual impairment, braille, curriculum
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