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<Abstract>

Research on Korean Language Education

Vocabulary Content Development (Stage 4)

This research aimed to align and consolidate the selections of beginning,
intermediate, and advanced level vocabulary for Korean language teaching purpose
done in 2012~2014, and develop user friendly vocabulary searching system. This
research was conducted by reviewing relevant literature, incorporating experts’
perspectives and through corpus analysis using frequency of the words. The followings

are the scopes and the contents of the study.

[1] The alignment of the selection of the vocabulary for Korean language education
(Stage 1~3)

[2] The organizing of the vocabulary contents (Stage 1~3) and building of the
integrated data

[3] The developing of the vocabulary searching system for Korean education

[1] In the 1% stage, in order to update Korean vocabularies for education for
different levels, the researchers figured out the vocabularies need be added or deleted
after reviewing the vocabularies selected in ‘Research on Korean Language Education
Vocabulary Content Development (Stagel-3)’. Furthermore, other Korean educational
materials published in Korea and abroad were reviewed, and works to review
homographs and analyze new entries in ‘Korean Standard Dictionary’ were undertaken.
Through this process, the final list of vocabularies was decided.

[2] The 2™ stage was to update the list of educational Korean vocabularies and
build an integrated data base of them. By doing so, the researchers improved the
integrity and the coherence between ‘basic-,” ‘intermediate-,” and ‘advanced-’ level
vocabularies which was lacked in existing Korean education materials. To begin with,
polysemic words from existing vocabulary lists were reviewed and compiled. Then,

based on the detail of the complied vocabularies, the following information outline
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was constructed; a) basic information (guiding word, word class, frequency of use), b)
phrase composition information (collocation, idiom), c¢) relational words information
(synonym, antonym, hypernym, hyponym, referent word, derivative, compound, original
word/abbreviation, word with a heavy/light isotope, words with different nuances,
honorific/normal words), and d) usage information. Furthermore, the list of proverbs
suggested in ‘Research on Korean Language Education Vocabulary Content
Development (Stage 2)’ was updated and expanded to complement the previous list.
As for the topical and conversational situation lists, 38 basic-, 36 intermediate-, and
31 advanced- level lists have been selected and presented after undergoing topic tag
updates and key word revises. In regards to the sematic categorical list, terms in sub
categories were revised and supplemented, while holding the general -categories
unchanged as they were defined in the 3™ stage. The topical and conversational
situation lists are level-by-level lists that are dependent on one’s proficiency, and the
sematic categorical lists are comprehensive as they include all educational Korean
vocabularies from basic to advanced level.

[3] In the 3™ stage, vocabulary information has been reorganized and a relevant
information searching system has been developed. The system features ‘integrated
search,” vocabulary search,” ‘semantic relational search,” ‘semantic categorical search,’
‘thematic and functional search,” and ‘usage search.” In addition, efforts has been
made to enhance user convenience, accessibility and familiarity to the system.

This study is meaningful in the ways that a) it completes the government-led
project on educational Korean vocabulary list and teaching materials, b) it answers to
the demands for educational Korean vocabulary materials that are pivotal in improving
the quality of Korean language education, and c) it enhances user convenience and
data utilization by providing the search system.

Lastly, this report would be a valuable asset in teaching and learning Korean
vocabularies, developing educational materials, designing tools to evaluate one’s
linguistic proficiency in Korean, undertaking further research on educational
vocabularies, and proliferating future government-led projects on designing education
materials on standard Korean vocabularies. Authors of the report truly wish that what
has been achieved in the current research contributes in improving the quality and the

efficiency of Korean language education in reality.
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